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Report  of  residents  bcin>?,  awsKcnod  by  a 
loud  explosion  vdiich  shook  several  buildinf 
Several  observers  reported  seeing  a bright 
flash  .befflfg  the  explosions  the  general 

I opinion  seems  to  be  that  it 
>11  Iwas  a ruetcorite. 


1*  Th%  lAftg*  pt  tte  uiid«iilfi«d  ebj«et  li  not  itanrplj  doflntd*  This 
blurrsd  sjipssrsnes  oiaj  hsTS  boon  OAuasd  hj  esMim  Bov«atnt»  sub^set  ciorsr.ient  or 
ths  CAQSrs  not  foeussd  nesurstsly  on  ths  objset*  Csasrs  aovoaisnt  it  not 
ovidoiieod  beesuts  ths  iasgo  of  ths  brsnehst  in  ths  fbrsgrovnd  art  not  blurrsd* 
3ubjset  BOTsnsnt  it  not  probsblt  bscauts  tbs  objset  it  at  a grsut  dittancs  and 
ths  photographsr  statss  that  ths  photograph  was  taksn  at  a hi^  tpssd.  r.xaaination 
of  ths  fila  indicatst  that  a atondard  Oraphie  or  OraTlax  cut  fila  nolcisr  waa  utsd. 
Ths«  caasrat  havs  a midumm  ahuttsr  tpssd  of  1/1000  of  a aeeond.  Ths  dspth 
of  fisld  of  this  photograph  axtonda  frca  the  ssgotatlon  in  tha  forsgrouivl  to  tho 
notinialns  in  ths  back r:ro\uid  • Thsrsfora,  any  objeot  batwssn  these  t\/o  points 
would  bs  focutad  eritically  by  ths  lens.  Ths  blurred  area  of  the  nu^^ativs, 
reported  to  bs  an  unidsntifiod  airerafti  ia  not  focuaad  aa  critically  by  th# 

Ians,  For  tha  blurrad  area  to  ba  foraed  by  tha  Ians,  tha  object  uould  have  to 
bs  cloBor  to  ths  cassra  than  the  Tegstation  in  tha  foreground* 


i 


2*  The  report  statoa  that  tbs  objset  was  shiny  and  attracted  ths  attention 
of  tho  obtsrrsr^  thereby  indicating  that  tha  object  waa  brighter  than  the 
eutrouncling  Ay  area*  Tbs  report  alto  statat  the  undarsids  of  tbo  bo^allsd 
aircraft  waa  in  shadow.  Ftoa  theta  conditions,  tha  ioaga  should  ba  of  greater 
density  at  ths  top  and  of  lets  density  at  the  boston  than  tha  turroundlng  sky* 
Thera  it  no  indication  of  greater  density  In  tha  inage  of  tha  unidentified  objeot 
than  that  of  the  surrounding  tky* 


3*  The  photographic  taehnique  displayed  by  this  negative  ia  poor*  The 
negative  is  light  struck  or  fogged  by  extraneous  light  probably  coused  by  light 
leaks  in  tha  camera  or  cut  film  holder*  (llxhibit  1,  arrow  1)  At  the  end  of  the 
negative  opposite  the  coding  notches,  the  edge  of  the  film  Wiich  is  covered 
by  the  holding  edge  of  the  cutfiln  holder  ie  fogged  indicating  the  film  was 
fogged  during  processing  or  waa  out  of  data*  (Exhibit  1,  arrow  2)  ^e  surface 
of  the  negative  ia  poek-aarkad  with  nuaaroua  blaniahas  which  asy  hava  been  caused 
by  contaminated  processing  bathe  or  higher  than  recoismandad  processing  tempersturaa 
(Exhibit  X|  arrow  3)  The  image  may  have  been  caused  by  foreign  material  in  the 
developing  solution  Aieh  adhered  to  the  surface  of  the  film  and  locally 
retaraed  davelopaent*  Such  forei^i  matarlal  msy  have  been  a piece  of  paper  from 
a filmpack* 


4*  Because  of  the  reasons  stated  in  paragraphs  1,  2,  and  3»  it  is  not 
possible  to  conflm  this  negative  as  being  a photograph  of  an  unconvontional 
type  of  aircraft  nor  is  It  possible  to  confine  that  tha  image  on  the  negative 
waa  formed  photograpldcally  by  tha  camera* 
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1*  Attoehod  for  your  infoniation  it  a oopy  of  an  analyala  of  tho 
^ttaehod  photograph  aado  kgr  photographic  analyata  at  thia  CoHund. 

2*  It  la  unfortunate  that  the  aajoritj  of  exhibit  a autnitted  aa 
ing  photogra]^a  of  uneonrantional  aircraft  arc  of  aueh  notably  poor 

/• 


3*  la  addition.  It  ia  roaaonabla  to  aaaua#  that 
TP  aocn  aoaa  typo  of  phononana  if  ho  went  to  the  tnubxo~o 
ctura*  Howerer,  baaed  on  the  facta  preaeoted,  it  ia  CTidant  thiA 
finite  concluaiona  can  be  aade. 
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Added  2 incla  . 

2.  exhibit  1 
(2  prixita) 

3*  Analyala  of  attached 
Photo  (la  dup) 
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io .ts:  r.'riMn^  t he  v.v*r.ted  to  atni';*  the  ' ie'/oroc  oforo  ’-.o  r-^'iriod 
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H«pon  No.  R-646-50 
Country t Northern  Rhodoei* 

X.D.  No.t  735101 

Subject:  Big  Sxploeion  in  Northern  Rhodesia  Hay  Have  Been  Meteorite 

From:  OArmA,  Ethiopia 
ISvaluation:  C*2 

Date  of  Information:  October  1950 
Date  of  Report:  10  Nov  50 

Prepared  by:  Leo  J.  Queryi  Lt  Col. 

Source:  East  African  Standard  Newspaper 


Residents  in  the  Masabuka  district  were  awakened  at  4:15  a.m.  on  Thursday  morning 
by  a loud  explosion  which  shook  several  buildings.  At  firsMt  was  feared  that  a dynamite 
truck  in  the  railway  goods  yard  had  exploded  but  after  a thorough  search  of  the  area  no 
trace  was  fouhd  of  an^hing  which  could  explain  the  explosion.  Reports  were  received  from 
several  Africans  who  said  that  they  had  seen  a bri^t  flash  in  the  sky  just  before  the 
e^qplosion  took  place.  Reverberations  lasted  for  about  15  seconds  and  the  noise  of  the 
explosion  was  heard  at  K&fuS|  fifty  miles  away. 

An  official  at  the  meteorological  station  said  that  it  may  have  been  a large  meteor- 
ite which  disintegrated  before  reaching  the  ground.  There  may  have  been  many  instances 
of  meteorites  breaking  up  in  flight  and  leaving  no  trace.  I’leteorites  vary  in  size  and  the 
larger  variety,  often  as  big  in  diameter  as  a table  top,  can  be  heard  up  to  a radius  of 
fifty  miles.  Other  sources  claim  it  was  a comet  but  the  general  opinion  seems  to  accept 
that  the  explosion  was  in  fact  caused  by  a meteorite  of  fiarly  substantial  size. 
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SQBJBSTt  Ihfbtiiiatioa  on  UnconTcitional  Aircraft* 


lOt 


Cosaandlng  Qanaral  Air  Material  Ccaaand* 

ATTNt  M.C.I.8* 

inri^t*Patteraon  Air  Force  Base«  Dayton^  Ghi9< 


1,  lb  acoordanoe  with  the  Instruotlona  contained  in  AF01C*CC-1» 
Ccnjhdential  Letter  Headqoartera  U.S*A*F*»  dated  8 Septenber  1950f 
■abject  as  above^  the  foUoidng  la  aubalttedi 

2,  A dsroalar  cbject  eatiaated  to  have  been  ali^tly  larger  than 
a IX/*-3  alrcrafti  hi^ly  polished^  aluolnum  color  with  a oone  shaped 
bine  fine  protruding  from  the  rear  for  a dletonce  of  from  8 to  10  times 
the  diameter  of  the  object.  The  flame  was  described  as  similar  to  the 
the  flame  froa  an  acetylene  torch^  and  having  a redlsh  tint  on  the  outer 
berde^of  the  flame. 


3,  This  object  was  sighted  by  a prominent 

and  w^^thy  Coban^  who  was  piloting  hla  om  Beechcraft  Bonanea  between 
>f  his  sugar  properties  in  Camaguey  province  (Central) Cuba,  Tilth  Ur, 
as  passcBigers  were  Ur,  Roy  Carver,  an  mglneer,  and  piloti  and  two 
additf&nal  Cuban  oigineers*  All  four  of  these  reliable  m«i  saw  the  object 
vary  distinctly.  In  fact  it  passed  their  ri^it  wlxig,  slightly  above  their 
cnai^ng  altitude  of  5,500  feet  and  proceeded  at  terrific  epeed  (estimated 
faster  than  speed  of  sound)  and  disappeared  in  a cloud  fonaatlon  in  ap» 
prox^nately  3 seconds  time,  Ths  object  was  positively  traveling  horiaontal< 
ly  oit*a  course  of  approximately  90^  • The  object  was  ertimated  by  the 
four  observers  to  be  circular  In  shape  with  a diameter  of  approximately 
70  to  80  feet.  The  time  of  sighting  was  2035Z  hours  on  ^ Ootobe 
at  Lat,  78^30%  Long 

b«  Iba  observera  wars  of  ths  opinion  that  the  objeot  was  not  a meteor 
beoause  of  the  fact  that  it  was  traveling  horlaontally* 

5*  There  la  attached  (U)  copies  of  ths  Bngllsh  translation  of  a signed 
statesMit  made  by  the  four  observera. 
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Ho  ia  n oloso  fM.«nd  of  Lt.  dWBWrod  is  thoroa^Oy  relid 
2 tolksd  psrsonslly  frith  Mr.  MSHhod  thsro  is  no  do^t  in  ngr  Bind 
tlist  those  Ml  SOB  the  objoet  os  doaoribod* 
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(translation) 
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On  31  ^tobtr^  3t35  PA»  ft  Boiunift  CUM  27S^^Xoted  by  Ur* 

_ Fallft  ito  had  «s  p>aaif€rs  BnglneT^JH|fcr^^_tho  is  tleo  i 
pilots  and  ^NH^BRMRh  Jr«|  approxlaately 

ioeat^  at  5 bIIm  iilaat  of  Cantral  Najasa^  ProTlnca  of  Caaaguey^  flyins 
at  $500*  altitude  and  eo^paa  direction  of  120^  cooing  fron  Central  Andreita 
going  in  the  direction  of  Central  Son  Oemarii  the  pilot  and  three  occupants 
of  the  plane  noticed  a circular  object  that  could  be  described  as  an  alu- 
oinoai  diaki  hi^ly  polished*  The  object  «ma  first  sifted  tcward  the  back 
of  the  tip  of  tho  right  wing  of  our  planoi  flying  at  what  we  later  determined 
to  be  90^  on  the  coi^>asa  and  ^proxiaately  an  altitude  of  7000*  at  a distance 
of  about  10  Biles  fmo  our  plane*  The  route  desczlbed  by  this  flying  disk 
was  that  of  a direct  line*  horisontally^  during  all  the  time  we  oould  obserre 
saae*  idiioh  was  about  3 seconds  (epproxliBately)  and  whan  we  saw  sane  dlsap* 
pear  behind  soae  clouds  in  front  of  our  plane  that  is  to  s^  at  the  inter- 
section of  our  course*  During  this  obserration  we  figured  that  the  object 
kept  an  altitude  of  approzlAately  7000*«  We  also  estlBated  that  if  our 
figires  were  eore  or  less  correct  that  the  disk  aeened  to  have  a dlaaetar 
of  apprbsi BBtely  70  to  80*^  the  figures  were  based  on  the  above  nentioned 
distance  es^reased  at  10  Biles*  The  lapresslon  received  was  that  the  object 
in  question  was  slightly  larger  than  a D03*  The  disk  did  not  present  around 
its  edge  any  particular  light  or  brilliance  nor  color  in  the  rest  of  its 
bo^*  except  that  frcn  tiie  rear  end  of  sane  there  was  an  Intme  blue-colored 
flftBe  cooing  out  with  a redisk\ tlnl^ on  the  outer  border  of  the  Aamc*  such 
as  Is  ibund  in  an  acetylene  torch  like  the  ones  used  to  out  psetal  with*  It 
had  a oonic  shape  and  a length  of  i^proxlaately  6 to  10  times  the  diameter 
of  the  disk*  The  speed*  oaloulated  at  about  over  one  thousand  miles  per 
hour* 


None  of  the  occupants  of  the  plana*  all  engineers*  nor  the  pilot*  could 
determine  whether  this  object  was  a meteor  although  the  course  described 
by  the  object  makes  it  doubtful  of  this  possibility* 

Ths  facts  wsre  rsportsd  imsdiatsly  by  radio  by  the  pilot  to  the  control 
tower  of  the  Cama^uy  airport* 


SZQMEDt 


A Ifts  3 y 35  minutes  de  la  trade  del  dla  3I  de  Oetubre 
encontrlndose  el  avidn  Bonanza  CUN  275  piloteado  por  el  Sr. 
Alejandro  Suero  Falla  y que  llevaba  como  pasajeros  al  Ing. 

Sr.  tambldn  y a lo^^pgenleros . 

mente  a unas  5 'filllas  alOeste  del  Central  Najasai  Prov.  de  Ca 
magOey  volando  a 5500*  de  altura  y con  rumbo  compas  de 
120* y procedentes  del  Central  Andreita  y en  dlreccldn  al 
Central  San  Germdni  fud  divisado  por  el  plloto  y sus  tres 
aoonpaflantes  un  objeto  de  forma  circular  que  podria  ser 
descrito  como  un  disco  de  alumlnio  altamente  pulldo  el 

3ue  fud  prlmeramente  vlsto  un  poco  hacla  atras  de  la  punta 
el  ala  derecha  de  nuestro  avion,  navegando,  segdn  luego 
pudlmos  determlnar,  a los  90*  compds  y aproximadamente  a 
una  altura  de  7000*  a unas  10  mlllas  de  nuestro  avl6n. 

El  curso  descrito  en  la  translacldn  del  disco  volador 
Srd  dn  llnea  recta  y horizontal  durante  todo  el  tlempo 
que  durd  la  observacidn  la  que  fud  de  3 segundos  aproxi- 
madamente y hasta  que  lo  vimos  desaparecer  detras  de  un 
banco  de  nubes  frente  por  frente  a nuestro  avldn,  es  de- 
olr,  en  la  Interseccldn  de  nuestro  rumbo.  Durante  toda 
la  observacidn  pudlmos  calcular  que  el  objeto  se  mantuvo 
a unos  7000*  de  altura  aproximadamente.  Tambidn  pudlmos 
calcular  que  de  ser  verdad  la  comdn  apreciacldn  nuestra 
el  disco  parecla  tener  un  dldmetro  de  aproximadamente 
unos  70  u 80*,  calculados  sobre  la  distancla  anterior- 
mente  expresada  de  10  mlllas.  La  Impresldn  reclblda  es 
de  que  dlcho  objeto  era  algo  mayor  que  un  DC-3*  dis- 
co no  presentaba  en  sus  hordes  brillantez  superior  nl 
color  dlstlnto  al  resto  de  su  cuerpo  pero  de  su  parte 
posterior  sails  \ina  Intensa  llama  de  color  azul  con 
hordes  de  un  tono  rojlzo  similar  a la'qde-se  observe 
en  una  antorcha  de  acetlleno  de  cortar  metales;  era  de 
forma  cdnica  y de  unas  8 o 10  veces  el  largo  del  did- 
metro  del  disco*  Velocldad,  mds  de  mil  mlllas  por  hora. 


Nlnguno  de  los  ocupantes  del  avldn,  Ingenleros 
todos.  ni  el  plloto  pudieron  determlnar  si  se  trataba 
o no  de  un  aerolite  aunque  la  trayectorla  descrlta  por 
el  objeto  pone  en  duda  de  todos  dicha  poslbilldad. 


Estos  hechos  fueron  reportados  por  radio  de  Inme- 
dlato  por  el  plloto  a la  torre  de  control  del  aeropuerto 
de  Camagdey. 
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fUBjiCTi  SwluBtlon  of  Fhotogzmphio  NegBtlT* 


1*  This  subject  ne^tlTe  ehloh  mn  eubnitted  as  a photogxaph  of  an  u»- 
oonTontlonal  aircraft  ires  thoroughly  examined.  Sevezal  characteristics  of  this 
nei^ties  will  be  discussed. 

2.  The  image  of  the  unidentified  object  is  not  shazply  defined.  This 
blurred  appeaxanoe  may  haas  been  caused  by  camera  morement>  subject  movement  or 
the  camera  not  focused  accuzately  on  the  object.  Camera  movement  is  not 
evidenced  because  the  inage  of  the  branches  In  the  foreground  are  not  blurred. 
Subject  movement  is  not  probable  because  the  object  is  at  a great  distance  aiui 
the  photographer  states  that  the  photograph  mas  taken  at  a hl^  speed.  Sx- 
amination  of  the  film  indicates  that  a standard  Graphic  or  Graflex  cut  film 
holder  mas  used.  These  cameras  have  a maximum  shutter  speed  of  lA^^  of  a 
second.  The  depth  of  field  of  this  photograph  extends  from  the  vegetation  in 
the  foregrowd  to  the  mountains  in  the  background.  Therefore^  any  object 
between  these  two  points  would  be  focused  critically  by  the  lens.  The  blurred 
area  of  the  negativei  reported  to  be  an  unidentified  aircraft^  is  not*  focused 
as  critically  by  the  lens.  For  the  blurred  area  to  be  formed  by  the  lens^  the 
object  would  have  to  be  closer  to  the  oameza  than  the  vegetation  in  the  foreground. 


3*  ^e  r eport  states  that  the  object  was  shiny  and  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  observer^  thereby  indicating  that  the  object  was  brighter  than  the 
•unrounding  slqr  area.  The  report  also  states  that  the  underside  of  ^ airezaft 
was  in  shadow.  From  these  conditions  the  image  should  be  of  greater  density  at 
the  top  and  of  less  density  at  the  bottom  than  the  surrounding  sky.  There  is 
no  indication  of  greater  density  in  the  image  of  the  unidentical  than  that  of 
the  surrounding  sky. 


The  photogzaphic  technique  displayed  by  this  negative  is  poor.  The 
ne^tive  is  U^t  struck  or  fogg^  by  extraneous  light  probably  was  caused  by 
li^t  leaks  in  the  camera  or  cut  film  holder.  (Exhibit  1,  arrow  1)  At  the 
end  of  ^e  negative  opposite  the  coding  notches  the  edge  of  the  film  which  is 
covered  by  the  holding  edge  of  the  eutfilm  holder  is  fogged  indicating  the 
film  was  fogged  during  processing  or  was  out  of  date.  (Ehdiibit  1,  arrow  2) 

The  surfhoe  of  the  negative  is  pock-marked  with  numerous  blemishes  idilch  may 
have  been  caused  by  contaminated  processing  baths  or  hi^er  than  reconmended 
processing  temperatures.  (Exhibit  Ij  arrow  3)  The  image  may  have  been  caused 
by  foreign  material  in  the  developing  solution  which  adhered  to  the  surface 
of  the  film  and  locally  retarding  development*  Such  foreign  material  may  have 
been  a piece  of  paper  from  a flliq)aek. 
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5*  BtoftUM  of  tho  roaoons  itatod  in  porogiApha  2p  5»  Ui  it  is  not 
poosiblo  to  oonfira  this  nogttive  as  bolng  a photograph  of  an  unconTentlonal 
tgrps  of  airoraft  nor  is  It  posable  to  oonf  Ira  that  the  image  on  the  negative 
eas  formed  photographioally  b^\he  eanera*  It  is  unfortunate  t)mt  the  majority 
of  e^dilblts  subnltted  as  being  photographs  of  unecnvention  type  of  aircraft  are 
of  such  notably  poor  quality  that  they  offer  praotioally  no  basis  for  technical 
evaluation* 


2 Inols 

1*  fichibit  No*  1 (3  cys) 
2*  Exhibit  No.  2 (3  cys) 
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cn^JJCTi  ItoportlAg  of  InfanBiioo  ob  tlBeoBvontloBol  Aircraft 
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CoacsnGln;r  Oenorol 
Air  faiorlol  CoonoBd 
OTicfat*!  attaroon  Air  Poroo  Boso 
roytoLt  Ohio 
Amt  Its 


Jn  aceordanee  with  lettor^  llq.  O.AF.  AF0lC«CC*ly  8 OcptcCbor 
1950f  eubjeet  aa  aborOf  Air  XatcXll'tonco  Inforaatlon  Koport  1^. 
LAID  OCO.9^  l8  incloDod  herewith. 
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AF  Ton  112  (1) 


JOB  ecniaiour 

Captain^  ISA? 

VlBg  ZatoHiconeo  Qffieor 


Info  Copgrt 

CormnSlBf  Coiuunl. 

Air  Training  CosraBd 
AttORUoBi  VC/a  OceratloWf 
Director  of  ZBtelU::oneo 
Scott  Air  Force  Eaao.  ni. 
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